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MINUTES OF FIRST MEETING OF FACULTY OF THEOLOGY 


Present were Fathers MacPhee, Moylan, Hoffmann, Asselin, Limoges and Stanford. 

Fr. Stanford explained the purpose of the meeting. Dissatisfaction with the 

present Theology course was felt and had been expressed by the teachers of Theology 
the students, and the faculty in general. Attendance at lectures was poor, the : 
students were not interested, and, apart from immediate preparation for exams, 
practically no study at all was being done in the subject. He said that Theology at 
Loyola did not appear to have the standing with the faculty and the students that it 
should have in a Jesuit College. He said that this might be due in part to the fact 
that it is valued at only one-half course, whereas Sociology, for example, which was 
taught for exactly the same number of hours was a full course. : 

Another reason might be that the classes were not as interesting as they should be, 
and the reason for this, in turn, might be that the professors were not expert enough 
in their subject. 

As a remedy for these deficiencies, he continued, it had been suggested that theology 
be made a full course of three hours a week, and that more priests have a hand in the 
teaching of Theology. The reasoning behind the latter suggestion was that most priests 
have some area of Theology which interests them more than others, and in which, conse- 
quently, they would be more proficient. This wold make for more interesting classes, 
with a resultant increase in interest on the part of the students. Other things being 
equal, the narrower the area, the easier it is to become an authority in it; so, if 

we could increase the number of professors to, say, eight, the course could be taught 
with more scholarship. This system would also have the advantage of allowing students 
a certain choice in their full course in Theology, and they would be more likely to 

be interested in and to attend courses that they themselves had chosen than those 
which had been imposed on them. 

Finally, he concluded, if Theology were to be increased to three hours a week instead 
of the present two hours, it had been suggested that Theology be given in only three 
years, as this would still give more hours to the subject than is now given in the 
present four-year course. 


FR. HOFFMANN was in substantial agreement with the above suggestions. While not 
opposed in principle to a choice, he stressed the need of integration, and of making 
certain basic courses obligatory. He suggested that a survey course, such as taught 
in Sheed's Map of Life, and one on the Sacraments, such as given in Howell's book, 
be given to all Freshmen. 


FR. MACPHEE suggested that ten half-courses of three hours each for one term be 
offered, and that from them, three integrated courses be drawn up. A student would 
be free to choose one of the three, and would be required to take Theology for only 
three years. Four of the ten half-courses would be obligatory. Theology should be 
taught by full-time theology professors. 


FR. LIMOGES felt that the course in Freshman should remain as it is, and that even 
if a choice were granted there should be a core of compulsory subjects. He said that 
specialization was no panacea. Theology should be made a full course each year. 
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FR. MOYLAN said that he would like six half-courses of three hours each for one 
term, and that the whole Theology course should be done in three years. He 
would like a final exam at the end of each term. Full-time Theology professors 
are preferable, 


FR. ASSELIN felt that Freshman should remain as it is, that the whole course 
should take three years, and that there should be a core of compulsory subjects. 


After some short discussion it was unanimously agreed to recommend that the whole 
Theology course should consist of six half-courses of three hours a week for one 
term. The free year should come in either Freshman or Sophomore. If the student 
came to us in Freshman, his free year should be Sophomore; if he came to Loyola 
in Sophomore, he would not have any feee year. The reason for starting Theology 
in Freshman is that many come to us for that year alone. 


